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2. Route from Toangoo to the Shan States. By Edward O'Keily, Esq. 

The Commissioners of Pegu gave instructions to open a road of 
70 miles, from Toangoo, in Burmah, to the fertile Shan states on 
the other side of the Poung Loung ranges, immediately adjacent to 
the eastward of them. Mr. O'Keily was despatched on this mission. 
His party consisted of a few Burmese, and four elephants ; and ho 
travelled in short stages of two, three, or four miles, with occa- 
sional long halts, while the natives pioneered a road in front of him. 
The way lay across five ridges, of which the highest rose 7425 feet 
above the sea-level, and over a large amount of elevated and rugged 
land, inhabited by Karens, the aborigines of these regions ; they are 
generally wild, though many of them are Christianized by Baptist 
missionaries. The journey was successfully accomplished, and the 
road is now open. 

Mb. Cbawfubd said lie had letters from Colonel Phayre, the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Pegu, stating that these Karens were coming over to us in great 
numbers, and that upon one occasion he had gone out for the express purpose 
of receiving into British territory five thousand of them. A great number of 
them were converted to Christianity, and he was happy to think that the good 
work was commenced by a personal friend of his own, the late Eev. Dr. Judson, 
an American Baptist minister, who accompanied him when he went on a mis- 
sion to the Burmese capital thirty-five years ago. Colonel Phayre was about 
to send descriptions of the numerous tribes that inhabited the territory under 
his administration, accompanied by correct photographs. 



3. On the N. W. Coast of Borneo. By Spencer St. John, f.r.g.s., late 
Consul-General for Borneo. 

The north-west provinces of Borneo contain the harbour of 
Sapangar, the best of any in the island, and also the mountain of 
Kina Balu, the highest of any in the Archipelago. It is 13,700 feet 
above the sea-level, according to Sir E. Belcher's trigonometrical 
measurement, which recent ascents corroborate, though the baro- 
meters of those who made them, were broken before the actual top 
was reached. There are no navigable rivers in the north-west of 
Borneo, neither are there roads leading over the hills, though it 
would be easy to make them. The tribes who live in the interior 
are therefore beyond the present reach of commerce ; so much so 
that those who reside on the Lake of Kina Balu are never visited 
by people from the coast. The aborigines are essentially agricul- 
turists, and raise rice, sweet potatoes, yams, maize, sugar-cane, 
tobacco, and cotton ; but their mode of cultivation is confined to 
merely scratching the ground. The tenure of land on the plains is 



